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The Request

Mr Toru Hashimoto
The Governor of Osaka Prefecture

Dear Governor Hashimoto

I am writing to you about the proposed closure of the Osaka Prefectural Museum of
Yayoi Culture, a wonderful museum with a great local, national and international
reputation. The Museum of Yayoi Culture, along with the other museums supported by
Osaka Prefecture, is among the best archaeological museums in Japan — and the world. 1
personally have visited many times, and have brought visitors and researchers from a
number of countries to the Museum.

I understand the difficult economic situation in which Osaka Prefecture finds itself, and
applaud your efforts to resolve the fiscal problems faced by the Prefecture.

The Sainsbury Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures was established in
1999 to disseminate knowledge about Japanese cultures. We are a major European centre
for the study of Japanese archaeology and cultural heritage. We work with a wide variety
of organisations and agencies, in Japan, Europe and elsewhere.

Our projects have demonstrated that investment in cultural heritage have a major positive
impact on local and regional economies. Archaeology and the tourism it engenders are
important cultural industries.

Osaka Prefecture has a wealth of cultural heritage. The Museum of Yayoi Culture has
the potential to be the “jewel in the crown’. As you know, it is located at Ikegami-Sone,
one of the most important prehistoric villages in the Japanese archipelago.

Understanding Ikegami-Sone is of crucial importance to recognising the importance of
the area now occupied by Osaka Prefecture to subsequent Japanese history. Osaka
Prefecture is home to some of the greatest burial monuments of the ancient world,
including the Daisenyama tomb. The great port city of Sakai flourished here in the
Middle Ages, and your Prefecture is once again the ‘front door’ of Japan, with the Kansai
International Airport.

| appreciate the need for you to take bold decisions to secure the present and future
prosperity of Osaka Prefecture. | understand your frustration with purely academic
arguments about the preservation of a museum which do not take into account the
apparent costs.

Here is my suggestion. Seize the opportunity to realise the economic and cultural
potential that the cultural heritage of Osaka Prefecture can offer. Instead of enduring the
‘negative’ impact of closing an inspired Museum, make the Museum of Yayoi Culture a
beacon of economic and cultural regeneration.



Take the local, national and international attention you have attracted, and turn it to the
Prefecture’s advantage. You have challenged the academic community: how can the
Museum of Yayoi Culture be an economic as well as a cultural success? Give your
talented community of archaeologists and museum professionals the opportunity and they
can show you how. The Sainsbury Institute would be pleased to work with them to
achieve this. Close the Museum, and this great opportunity for the Prefecture will be lost.

In your Governor’s Message on the homepage of Osaka Prefecture, you state your
keywords as ‘change’ and ‘smiling faces’. You celebrate Osaka Prefecture’s rich
traditional heritage. In this year, which marks the 150" anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations between UK and Japan and the 100" Anniversary of the
publication of N.G. Munro’s Prehistoric Japan, the first English language synthesis of
Japanese archaeology, | challenge you to discover how the effective engagement with
cultural heritage, as seen at the Museum of Yayoi Culture, can change the future of
Osaka Prefecture.

I would be pleased to meet with you to discuss how the Museum of Yayoi Culture might
be saved to the advantage of Osaka Prefecture.

Yours sincerely,

Dr Simon Kaner

Assistant Director

Sainsbury Institute for the Study of Japanese Arts and Cultures
64 The Close

Norwich NR1 4DH, UK



